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Almost a century ago in 1913, a professor at the State University of Montana started a philosophical society known as the Authentic Society. From this society in 1916 emerged a local Fraternity known as Alpha Delta Alpha. Even though having all but 4 of the fraternity’s 41 men enlist in the military for the Great War, the fraternity was the only one to remain open for the war’s duration. Subsequently, the fraternity purchased a house at 325 Gerald Ave in 1919. 
The fraternity at this time had several members that went on to do important things, such as: Ronald Stuart Kain, a foreign affairs journalist; Reynold Clayton Fuson, who elucidated the mechanism of the conjugate addition of Grignard reagents to unsaturated carbonyls compounds, discovered stable enols and enediols of sterically hindered molecules, received the Nichols Metal, and was given membership in the National Academy of Sciences; and Harold Clayton Urey, who is best known for earning the 1934 Nobel Prize in Chemistry for his pioneering work in isotopes, his theories on the development of organic life from non-living matter, development of paleoclimatic research and numerous other contributions to multiple scientific fields in the mid-20th century. 
In 1927, on May 13, after a multiple petitions, Alpha Delta Alpha was chartered as the Delta Omicron Chapter of Kappa Sigma, joining 7 other fraternities at the University of Montana. The fraternity remained strong through the 1930 academic year. In 1931 and 1932, membership fell drastically as the Great Depression took hold. Many people who had put money into the fraternity so it could buy a grand house withdrew their funds as people lost their fortunes due to the flailing stock market and barebones economy. According to the 1933 Sentinel (The University’s former yearbook) the house was sold during the summer of 1933, as prohibition was lifted in March of that year. The fraternity made its last hurrah in in the Fall of 1933, renting a small house near where Turner Hall is located today, but by this time having only 5 members and one pledge it quickly faded by the end of the year, although still mentioned from time to time in the Caduceus until 1937.
